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Pastor:  Robin Baer 

Parsonage:  717.485.4318 

Church Office:   717.485.4815 

Email:  mcumc@comcast.net 

Youth Director:  Kelli Miller 
      717.816.3912 

Facility Coordinator: Reta Chamberlin 
      717.485.5515 

      Alternate:  Sue Nesbitt 
      717.552.0015 

Website:   
      www.mcconnellsburgumc.com 
 

 

 

Worship:  8:30 am & 11:00 am 

Sunday School:  9:45 am 
(for all ages) 
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Contact Information  

Sunday Services 
 

from the pastorõs pen . . .  

Jesusôs Family Tree 

-    Read Matthew 1:1-17    -  

     Have you decked your halls for Christmas yet?  I have.  I 

spent the better part of three days searching through totes filled 

to bursting with Christmas d®cor.  Normally, it wouldnôt have 

taken me quite so long, but I just had to stop and walk down 

memory lane with each treasured piece.  The journey was quite 

meaningful and more than a few tears were shed.  As I was 

looking through an oversized box, I discovered a framed poster 

of Jesusôs family tree.  I hadnôt seen this poster since I moved 

to McConnellsburg, but for some reason, God had wanted me 

to ñfindò it this time around.   

     Trying to be obedient to the Spiritôs leading, I took it to a 

more comfortable spot and began looking at His family tree in 

more detail.  What I noticed was that Jesusô earthly family was 

just as screwed up as many of ours!  It contains Abraham, father 

of our faith and wishy-washy husband.  It contains Judah, leader 

of one of the 12 Tribes of Israel and disloyal father-in-law.  It 

contains a prostitute and traitor in Rahab and a woman who 

tricked her father-in-law into thinking she was a prostitute in 

Tamar.  It includes both an adulteress in Bathsheba and a power 

hungry murderer in King David.  And the list goes on and on.  

Jesusô family tree reads like a soap opera of sin.  Yet, God chose 

a troubled family tree to bear his Son.  Now, that is grace 

personified.   

     God, working through Jesus, allowed the failures of the 

human family to be transformed into the grace of the Divine 

family.  Jesus was not defined by the brokenness of his human 

family, but instead allowed it to flavor his compassionate 

relationships with the broken  and marginalized.  Jesus entered 

(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

into every relationship with grace first, knowing the scarcity of it in human life. 

     Who in your life needs grace first this Christmas?  Who needs to be flavored by your forgiveness and 

compassion?  Is it someone in your own family tree?  Or is it someone you just met?  Either way, give the gift of 

grace this Christmas season and see how that gift transforms the world.  

      Have a grace-filled Christmas, 

      Pastor Robin    

 
 

 
 
 

Church Council Meeting Minutes 
To keep the congregation updated on happenings at the Church Council Meetings the following 

information was taken from their meeting minutes. 

 

November - The regular meeting of the Church Council was held on November 21, 2017 with 17 people 

in attendance. 

 

Finance: Tim McGarvey reported that we are close to the budget for the year and have contributed 62% 

to ñShares of Ministryò. Tim also presented the budget for 2018, with the choir budget being increased 

from $500.00 to $1,000.00. The 2018 budget was approved. 

 

Trustee's Report: Gene Stenger reported that the lights at the Palmer Building are replaced and the 

lighting in the Sunday school/Social Room and Choir Room have also have been replaced.  Pastor Robin 

reported that there was very little heat in the upstairs Sunday school and Youth Room this past Sunday.  It 

was discovered that a belt was broken on the condenser unit.  Thanks to Sid who replaced the belt and 

repaired it.  The church pews and chairs in the sanctuary and overflow area have been cleaned and the 

new carpet is delayed until the beginning of the New Year.  

 

Youth:  Kelli Miller reported that 23 shoeboxes were completed at the Shoebox Party with a total of 76 

boxes by the church.  A Sunday school program is being planned for Sunday, December 31, 2017 during 

the combined worship service at 10:00 A.M., in Faith and Life Center. 

 
New Business: Church security was discussed and is also being discussed by the conference.  This will be 

addressed at the next Trustee meeting. 

  

Old Business:  There will not be a council meeting in December and many thanks to Lisa McConahy for 

her service as council chairperson.  Mont Chamberlain presented the Safety Report. Pastor Robin reported 

that Denny Benedick fell and broke his leg and is awaiting surgery.  The choir cantata is on Sunday, 

December 10, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. Kate Mellott reported many thanks for the turkeys and donations for the 

Thanksgiving Dinner.  Leanne Pollock reported that the Sunday school children will have their annual 

ñMitten Treeò for the Fulton County Missions for children. 
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Finance Team Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Finance Team was held on November 9, 2017 with six people in attendance. 

 

Old Business: Reviewed information received from Jeremy Fletcher concerning Right Now Ministries fee and who 
all were using this online video resource.  Cito UMC is no longer helping with the cost which would put the entire 

cost on our church of somewhere between $900-$1500/yr.  After considering the increased cost, the number of 

people actually using the video library, and the increase of our Shares of Ministry it was decided to drop this 
service from our yearly budget.  Clarification was made to Septemberôs Treasurerôs Report concerning First Friday 

Restricted Funds.  The Finance Team had asked Sheila to transfer $738.98 of the First Friday Funds to the General 

Fund.  She made the transfer, but neglected to show it on the September report.  It is now shown on the October 

Treasurerôs report. 
Clarification concerning Funeral Fund balance was discussed.  Sheila was never told that she should transfer all but 

$500 from the Funeral Fund to the General Fund.  Pastor Robin will discuss this with Sheila and the transfer will be 

made. Questions arose concerning the Office Supplies budget.  Specifically, why is this budget line item over 
budget and do we need to up the budget for 2018?  After talking with Sheila, Pastor Robin related that the monthly 

copier expense alone amounts to $3,679/yr. (which exceeds the allotted $3,500 budget).  Other expenses for 

supplies, such as paper, postage, and envelopes further inflates the budget.  In addition, we exceeded our allotment 
of color copies for the July-October quarter and will have to pay over $500.00.  After discussion, the Team agreed 

to increase the 2018 budget line item for Office Supplies to $5,000.00.  Pastor Robin will also discuss with Sheila 

the potential to pass code the color copying feature and try to limit the number of color copies made.  

 
New Business: Reviewed Octoberôs Treasurerôs Report. Pastor Robin made the following corrections to the 

monthly statement page: Under Church/Worship, the October amount used should be $534.60 instead of $634.59.  

The YTD should read $3,149.47 instead of $3,249.46.  The Amount Available should read $850.53 instead of 
$750.54. Under Christian Formation, the October amount used should be $209.98 instead of $109.99.  The YTD 

should read $2,913.50 instead of $2,813.06.  The Amount Available should read $213.95 instead of $313.94. 

 
It was agreed to transfer Gym Rental monies received every month to the General Fund automatically.  Sheila 

would maintain recording of said funds received on the Special Reserve form for informational purposes. Also 

$1,000 from the First Friday funds to the General Fund was transferred.  A $10,000 gift was received with no 

restrictions as to where it should be applied.  This $10,000 gift was applied to the principle of the smaller mortgage 
loan.  Journal entries were reviewed with no questions. 

 

Finalized the 2018 Budget with the following additions (as per Conference Shares of Ministry calculations for 
2018) and corrections. 

 

Additions: World Service & Benevolences $6,587 

   Connectional Ministry  $8,787 
   Clergy Support   $10,132 

 Corrections: Office Supplies   $5,000 

   Janitorial Supplies  $1,000 
   Music Ministry   $1,500 

 Total 2018 budget                                            $250,020 

 
It was agreed to submit the 2018 Budget to the Church Council for approval.  Discussed where the proceeds from 

Advent Envelopes would go.  It was decided that for now, it will be advertised that the proceeds will be given to 

local missions and the specifics would be decided at a later date. Next meeting will be January 11, 2018 at 6:30 pm. 
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December Birthdays and Anniversaries

05 – Edith Mellott 
08 – Bob Vores 
09 – Kya Washabaugh

14 – Norma Vores 

20 – Reuben Knepper 

27 – Tammy Young

29 – Allen & Joyce Cover 

31 – Sue Nesbitt 

31 – Pastor Robin Baer

REMINDER ς For additions or corrections to the birthday & anniversary list use the Newsreel Suggestion Box at 

 the back of the sanctuary or email the church office (address on page 1) 

 

 

 

 

                   If you can help, please contact Reta Chamberlain. 

2017 December
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

26 27 28 29 30 01 02
First Friday Lunch 11a-1p

Pot-pie Dinner 4p-6p

Christmas Bazaar 11a-7p

Love's Closet 12-2p

03 04 05 06 07 08 09
1st Sunday of Advent

A Choir - 8:30a

A Choir-6p K Choir-5:30p

Youth Mtg-6p

Bible Study-10:00a

        and 6:30p

A Choir-6:00p

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
2nd Sunday of Advent

K Choir-8:30a

A Choir-11a

Cantata-7p

A Choir-6p Youth Mtg-6p

Bible Study-10:00a

        and 6:30p

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
3rd Sunday of Advent

A Choir-8:30a

A Choir-6p K Choir-5:30p

Youth Mtg-6p

Bible Study-10:00a

        and 6:30p

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
4th Sunday of Advent

K Choir - 11a

A Choir - 11a

Christmas Eve Service-7p

Christmas A Choir-6p

Trustee Mtg-7p

Bible Study-10:00a

        and 6:30p

31 01

WORSHIP SERVICE 10:00 

AM

(w/Children's Program)

SUNDAY SCHOOL

9:00 AM

POT-LUCK LUNCH

New  Year's Day A Choir - Adult Choir

K Choir - Kids Choir

Notes:

8:30 11:00

Lindsay Newman Holly Stambaugh

Jamie Schetrompf Vicki Gordon

Nicole Wilson Brandon Fletcher

NEEDED Tracey Fletcher

Dave Garland Reta Chamberlain

Yvonne Garland NEEDED

12.24

12.31

CHILDREN'S CHURCH

12.03

12.10

12.17

Merry Christmas !  (no chi ldren's  church)

5th Sunday (no chi ldren's  church)

8:30 11:00

12.03 NEEDED NEEDED

12.10 NEEDED Debbie & Brian Fletcher

12.17 NEEDED NEEDED

12.24

12.31

Merry Christmas !  (no nursery)

5th Sunday (no nursery)

NURSERY
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ADV ENT AND CHRISTMAS QUIZ  

1. True or False: Like the 40 days of Lent, Advent is a fixed number of days before Christmas. 
 ⃝ True     ⃝ False 

2. One of the Wise Men gave the gift of myrrh, which is... 
 ⃝ Middle Eastern money  ⃝ A perfume 
 ⃝ A brewed drink   ⃝ Rare, expensive food 
 ⃝ An easily shaped metal 

3. What is a traditional living Nativity celebration called in Mexico? 
 ⃝ Feliz Navidad   ⃝ All of the above 
 ⃝ Las Posadas    ⃝ None of the above 
 ⃝ Nochebuena 

4. Which of these Advent hymns was written by Charles Wesley? 
 ⃝ Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ⃝ Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 ⃝ O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  ⃝ Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

5. Why did Joseph not divorce Mary after he found out she was pregnant? 
⃝ Divorces 2,000 years ago were very expensive 
⃝ An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
⃝ He didn’t want to lose the dowry 
⃝ All of the above 
⃝ None of the above 

6. What happened in December of 1914? 
⃝ The first living Nativity scene was enacted 
⃝ Macy’s held the first Christmas Parade featuring Santa Claus 
⃝ A ‘Christmas truce’ went into effect between British and German soldiers 
⃝ A Canadian inventor broadcast the 1st radio program, which included “O Holy Night” 
⃝ Hallmark released its first series of holiday cards 

7. Which historic period(s) mention fruitcake? 
⃝ Ancient Egypt   ⃝ Roman Empire 
⃝ Middle Ages    ⃝ Victorian England 
⃝ All of the above 

8. Who originated Watch Night services? 
⃝ John the Baptist   ⃝ Martin Luther 
⃝ King Henry VIII   ⃝ John Wesley 
⃝ President William McKinley 

9. What was the shepherds’ first reaction when an angel of the Lord appeared to them? 
⃝ They began dancing with joy  ⃝ They ignored them because they were tired 
⃝ They were terrified   ⃝ All of the above 
⃝ None of the above 

10. According to tradition, approximately how far did Mary travel to visit Elizabeth? 
⃝ 10 miles    ⃝ 50 miles 
⃝ 100 miles    ⃝ 500 miles 
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This & That
MITTEN TREE  

The Sunday 

school children 

will have their 

annual mitten 

tree.  They are collecting 

mittens, hats, gloves, socks, 

infant and toddler blankets 

for the Fulton County Mission 

for Children.  The mitten tree 

is located outside the Faith 

and Life Center and a box is 

also available in the overflow 

area of the sanctuary.  Thank 

you for your donations!   

 

òFaithful ó 

Chr istmas through the  
eyes of  Joseph  

Join Pastor Robin any 

Wednesday evening in 

December (or all of them, if 

you can!) for this insightful 

study about this humble 

carpenter.  Meet in the old 

fellowship hall at 6:30 pm.  

The chapter topics include:  

1. A Carpenter Named Joseph 

2. Whose Child Is This?  

3. Raising a Child Not Your Own 

4. The Journey to Bethlehem 

5. The Rest of the Story 

The regular 10:00 am study 
will continue on through 

December also. 

Candlel ight  
Service 
Christmas Eve 
    7:00 PM 

Mark your calendar and plan 

to attend one of the most 

beautiful services of the year.  

We will join together and 

celebrate the birth of our 

Savior by singing favorite 

hymns and carols, and 

reading the biblical account 

of Jesus’ birth.   This would be 

a great opportunity to invite 

friends and family to church!   

Special music will be provided 

prior to the service, beginning 

at 6:30 PM.  

 

 

 

First Friday Lunch  

 & Christmas in 

McConnellsburg  

December 1st will be a busy 

day in the Faith and Life 

Center!  Please consider 

where/when you can help. 

First Friday Lunch will be 

served 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

A Christmas Bazaar will be 

going on 11:00 am to 7:00 

pm.  and a Turkey & Ham Pot 

Pie Dinner will be served 4:00 

pm to 6:00 pm.   

 

            December 21 

 

 

A great big 

to all those that made the 

Thanksgiving dinner such a 

success!  God is SO Good!  We 

were able to serve 450 

dinners!   

 

 

 

 

 

Monday             

Wednesday        7 AM– 11AM 

Thursday 
 

Monday             

Wednesday         

Thursday             
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Fulton County Festival 

of Lights will be held at 

the Fulton County Fair 

Grounds on December 

1, 2, 8, and 9 ; from 6 to 

9 pm  each evening.  In 

addition to the light 

displays there will be 

refreshments and trea ts 

for the children.  Entry 

fee is $4 per carload.  

ANSWERS to QUIZ  

(page 5) 

1.  False 

2.  A perfume 

3.  Las Posadas 

4.  Come, Thou Long 

Expected Jesus 

5.  An angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a 

dream 

6.  ! ̂kĊȉĜȡȺƌ"ȡ Ⱥȉɔl±̃ ʞ±ƖȺ 

into effect between British 

and German soldiers 

7.  All of the above 

8.  John Wesley 

9.  They were terrified 

10.  100 miles 

 

 

 

 
Q: How do you 

know Santa 

Claus is good 

at karate? 

          A: He has a black belt! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On Sunday, December 10 

at 7:00 pm the choir will be 

presenting a musical 

celebration of the SaviknÑo 

birth, titled 7aÑna 'h]` 9kq 

Came. This cantata includes 

some inspiring new songs 

along with some of our 

most cherished Christmas 

carols.   

Please consider yourself 

invited to this special event. 

 

Merry 
Christmas!  

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

 
 

Happy Advent and Merr y Christmas!  I can't believe this year 

is coming to an end already!  It has been a great year for 

our youth group so let's finish it off with our annual 

Christmas party which will be  December 20th  at 6pm .  Come 

join us for a night of food, games and fun! Will be doing a 

$5 -dollar  gift exchange.  See Kelli Miller with any questions.   

There will not be youth group on  December 27th. Spend the 

evening enjoying time with your family!      

       In His Service, Kelli Miller  

 

 

 

 

 

Did you ever know . . . . .  

the legend behind the song “The Twelve Days of Christmas”?  There are a few varying reports on the 

origin of this song.  One is that it was actually a tool to help children learn Christian teachings in England 

during a time when the Roman Catholics were not permitted to practice their faith openly (1558-1829).  

The hidden meaning was known only to members of the church.  Each element in the carol was a code 

with a religious meaning.   Next time you hear or sing this carol see if you can remember these hidden 

meanings.   

1. The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 

2. Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 

3. Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 

4. The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

5. The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first five books of the Old Testament. 

6. The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 

7. Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit: Prophesy, Serving, 

Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy. 

8. The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 

9. Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, 

Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control. 

10. The ten lords a-leaping were the ten commandments. 

11. The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples. 

12. The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in the Apostles' Creed. 

. . . . and now you know.  

Coming  in  January  ï SNOW  TUBING!  
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Weõre still looking for   
help with sound, video, 
and screens.  Please see 
Kelli Miller or Jim 
DeShong to learn more. 

 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CRANBERRY RELISH 
2 ï 3 oz. boxes raspberry or cranberry Jell-o 1 ï 16 oz. can whole cranberry sauce 

1 1/2 cups boiling water  1 ï 20 oz. can crushed pineapple, drained 
1 ï 16 oz. can jellied cranberry sauce   

Dissolve Jell-o in boiling water, then add cranberry sauces and dissolve. Stir in pineapple. Chill until 

firm.  
Deb McGarvey ~ McConnellsburg United Methodist Church Cookbook 

 

GOLDEN GLOW PUNCH 
2 ï 6 oz. cans frozen orange juice concentrate 4 qts. ginger ale   

2 ï 6 oz. cans frozen lemonade concentrate 2 qts. apple juice 

2 pts. orange sherbet 

Let frozen concentrates thaw. Mix all liquids in a large punch bowl. Spoon in sherbet. Add ice ring, if 
desired. Makes 50 ï ½ cup servings. 

Arlene Nesbitt ~ McConnellsburg United Methodist Church Cookbook 

 
PUMPKIN DIP 
1 small can pumpkin 1/4 cup half and half 

1 large box instant vanilla pudding 1 ï 12 oz. container Cool Whip 
2 tsp. cinnamon 

Mix pumpkin, pudding, cinnamon, and half and half together in a large bowl. Fold Cool Whip into 

mixture. Refrigerate for at least two hours and enjoy. Hints: You can dip with ginger snaps, vanilla wafers 

or honey graham sticks. 

Paulette Brown ~ McConnellsburg United Methodist Church Cookbook 

DATE 8:30 SERVICE 11:00 SERVICE

12.03 Jen Knepper NEEDED

12.10 Dave Gorley Josh Booth

12.17 Kelli Miller NEEDED

12.24 Dave Garland Dave Keaton

1.07 Jen Knepper Reta Chamberlain

DECEMBER SCREEN SCHEDULE
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óTWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

Submitted by Pastor Robin 

óTwas the night before Christmas and in Bethlehem town  

All the inns were so crowded, Mary couldn't lie down.  
The baby was coming, all willing and able  

The only safe place to be born was a stable.  

The shepherds were sleeping on a hillside nearby,  

While Mary was singing her first lullaby.  

The lambs in their sheepfold, all wooly and white,  

Had just settled down on this clear starry night.  

When an angel appeared right there where they laid,  

they rose all in fright and heard, "Be not afraid."  

The Lord's glory shone as the angel did say, 

 "Good news, I bring to you all on this day."  

A savior in Bethlehem was born for you,  
Now he lies in a manger, ragged cloths are the clue."  

When what to their wondering eyes should appear,  

But a sky full of angels singing loudly and clear.  

God's glory they sang for all they were worth  

And peace among all whom he favors on earth.  

More rapid than eagles they all disappeared.  

A shepherd then shouted to all who would hear,  

"Now, Levi! Now, Reuben! Now, Isaac and Jacob! 

 On, Eli! On Matthew! On Simon and Caleb!  

To the stable in town, to the manger of hay,  

Let us go quickly and see where he lay."  

The shepherds could hardly believe what they saw,  
Jesus lay in a manger asleep in the straw. 

 So, down to their knees all the shepherds then sank,  

With their hearts full of wonder, their God they did thank.

And then in a twinkling to Joseph and Mary,  

The words of the angels, the shepherds did carry. 
 As they drew in their breath, their heads spinning around, 

 From the stable the shepherds left without a sound.  

Mary pondered these words in the depth of her heart.  

She ne'er would forget how the shepherds took part.  

A bundle of joy, Mary thought of her child,  

And he looked like a pure lamb, so gentle and mild.  

His eyes full of wisdom, even though just a baby. 

 "My Jesus, a Savior?' she wondered. "Well, maybe." 

 His soft, little face seemed to glow with a smile;  

their troublesome journey now, too, seemed worthwhile.  

Soon after came wise men from places afar.  
Many days had they traveled to follow a star.  

They looked for a king who would rule over all, 

 After speaking with Herod, the worst choice of all.  

Herod plotted and planned--a right nasty old kingð  

Who tried to kill Jesus and end this whole thing.  

The magi came in and they kneeled at Christ's bed  

And gave him three gifts and then thinking ahead,  

They took a new road on their long journey home.  

then Jesus and parents to Egypt did roam. 

Much later he laid down his life for our souls,  

Forgiving our sins, Jesus Christ makes us whole. 

 He rose from the dead, to his friends gave a mission. 
 And we are now given new life with a vision.  

So let us exclaim on this most holy night,  

"Merry Christmas to all, éJesus Christ éis the light."

 

 

 

 

 

 

  2018 MUMC Leadership List 

  2018 MUMC Annual Budget 
  Plan for Reading the Bible in a Year, Chronologically 

 

 

 

                   The January 7th  worship  services will     

    be held in the Faith & Life Center  
    due to installation  of new  carpet . 
     (Service times will remain 8:30 and 11:00 am) 


