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Sunday Services 
 

from the pastor’s pen . . .  

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 

 Welcome to the holy season of Lent!  Lent is not 

mentioned nor prescribed in Scripture, but became a 

practice of the Early Church to help Believers prepare 

their hearts as they walked solemnly with Jesus to Calvary 

and then joyfully to the empty tomb.  Some themes of this 

forty day period include:  introspection, sin, mortality, 

repentance, forgiveness, and recommitment.  

Symbolically, Lent is characterized by the dark colors of 

gray, black, and deep purple; and the rough fabrics of 

sackcloth and burlap.  To support the sorrowful attitude 

toward our own sinfulness, songs with the exuberant 

word ‘Alleluia’ are not sung.  All in all, Lent is to be serious 

business.  

 Some of my favorite Lenten ‘go to’ hymns come 

from the amazing lyricist, Fanny Crosby.  Fanny was born 

in Putnam County, New York, in 1820.  She was blinded in 

infancy through the malpractice of a doctor.  In 1835, she 

enrolled in a school for the blind in New York City, staying 

there 12 years, first as a student then as a teacher.  Even 

though her poetry brought the school great prestige, but 

Fanny believed there was still something missing in her 

life. 

 In 1850, thirty-year-old Fanny, attended revival 

meetings at a Methodist Church.  During these services, 

she prayed with counselors, but did not gain assurance of 

a personal relationship with God.  Then, on November 

20th of that same year, Fanny responded to an altar call 

and accepted Jesus Christ as her Savior.  The hymn the 

congregation was singing at the time gave her the courage 

(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

to come forward.  The song was the incredible 
Isaac Watts’ hymn about the cross: 

At the cross, at the cross  

Where I first saw the light, 

And the burden of the heart rolled away. 

It was there by faith I received my sight, 

And now I am happy all the day. 

 From that moment on, Fanny turned her 
poetry writing skills to the honor and glory of God 
and began composing hymns.  Many of Fanny 
Crosby’s hymns focus on the cross which is why, 
I suppose, I love them so much.  One of her most 
notable works is “Jesus, Keep Me Near the 
Cross”.  Hear her words (with my adjustments) as  

 

my prayer for you, my Beloved, as we travel 
through these Lenten days together. 

Jesus, keep us near the cross, 

There a precious fountain, 

Free to all, a healing stream, 

Cƭƻǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƭǾŀǊȅΩǎ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ 

In the cross, in the cross, 

Be our glory ever, 

Ψ¢ƛƭ ƻǳǊ ǊŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ǎƻǳƭǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ 

Rest beyond the river. 
     

 Walking on to Calvary with you, 
 Pastor Robin 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March Scripture Reading Plan 

Commit to investing 20-30 minutes every day to pause, read God’s word and reflect on it.   
Write down what He reveals to you and ponder on it through your day.  Find someone  

else that’s also following this reading plan and discuss your reflections.    
 
DAY 1:  JOHN 8:1-11 
DAY 2:  LUKE 4:31-37 
DAY 3:  MARK 8:1-10 
DAY 4:  MARK 7:14-23 
DAY 5:  MATTHEW 9:18-26 
DAY 6:  ROMANS 8:31-39 
DAY 7:  ROMANS 14:12-23 
DAY 8:  PSALM 45:1-17 
DAY 9:  GALATIANS 5:1-15 
DAY 10: DUTERONOMY 4:1-14 
DAY 11: HOSEA 2:14-23 

DAY 12: PROVERBS 3:1-18 
DAY 13: REVELATION 1:1-18 
DAY 14: 1 CORINTHIANS 7:17-24 
DAY 15: 2 TIMOTHY 3:1-9 
DAY 16: REVELATION 4:1-11 
DAY 17: ROMANS 15:1-13 
DAY 18: EZEKIEL 37:1-14 
DAY 19: JOB 26:1-14 
DAY 20: JEREMIAH 10:1-16 
DAY 21: ROMANS 7:7-25 
DAY 22: LUKE 8:4-15 

DAY 23: MICAH 7:1-13 
DAY 24: PROVERBS 22:1-16 
DAY 25: 1 PETER 5:6-11 
DAY 26: JOHN 3:14-21 
DAY 27: ZECHARIAH 3:1-10 
DAY 28: ACTS 9:1-20 
DAY 29 DANIEL 7:9-14 
DAY 30: 2 JOHN 4-11 
DAY 31: HEBREWS 12:1-13

If you would care to possibly share some of your reflections in a future edition of the Newsreel, please put a note in 
the Newsreel Comment Box at the back of the sanctuary. 
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Church Council Meeting Minutes 
To keep the congregation updated on happenings at the Church Council Meetings the following 

information was taken from their meeting minutes. 

February - The regular meeting of the Church Council was held on February 21, 2017 with 10 people in 

attendance. 

Minutes: The January minutes with two corrections of spelling of names Reta Chamberlain and Violet 

Culler.  Sheila Bivens is also on the Media Committee.   

Finance: Audit is currently in process. Pastor Robin went over the Budget for January with correction to 

Utilities/church worship amount used $316.74, YTD used $316.74 and available $3,683.26. The next 

column with Utilities/office amount used $607.65, YTD used $607.65 and available $2,892.35. The 

Equitable Compensation Reimbursement of $144.00 is reimbursement towards Pastor Robinôs pay from 

2016 pension.  This reimbursement occurs twice a year. The pastorôs continuing education rolls over year 

to year. The electric ovens have been purchased and possibly renaming with specific donations. Two 

donations of $5,000.00 each and additional $850.00 has been applied to the principle as directed by the 

givers.  The donations from the First Friday Meals with 10% of the proceeds going towards missions and 

the remainder to the general fund.  The Hillôs Mission support of the Hill family with service in Spain 

through 2017, it has been decided by the family not to continue the mission field and will return to the 

USA in March, 2017.  A total of $600.00 has been budgeted and $400.00 will be returned for possibly 

another mission. The Faith & Life Center fund of $75.00 for Christmas Party, $350.00 FCMC Blue Grass 

Gathering and $500.00 gift at the end of the year.  The Advent collection of $1,000.00 with $500.00 to 

Childrenôs Home and $500.00 to Ashlynnôs Angels. Our giving seems to be rebounding and attendance 

has been better the last several Sundays. 

Trustee's Report: Pastor Robin announced that the Trustees have found additional storage in the upper 

ramp, which can be used for sweepers, cleaning items, etc. A light is needed for the area.  Also opening 

the stairwell to store the portable stage, other items and area of rescue.  The bell tower is full with items, 

Pam and John Ott will move the items to the storage building. 

Youth:  Kelli Miller gave report of profits from Ham Sandwich Sale of approximately $1,000.00 and Chili 

Cook Off of approximately $400.00.  All youth fund raising money has been turned into the church.  On 

March 4, 2017 the youth are having a Ham Pot Pie Dinner and Silent Auction, March 8, 2017 the youth 

will be traveling to the Needmore Bible Church for a ñGathering of the Youthò and 23 youth and adults 

will be attending Impact at Ocean City, MD on March 24 ï March 26, 2017. 

Worship Committee: Leanne Pollock reported that Worship Committee met on Monday, 2/13/17 and 

developed a survey for the congregation addressing some concerns they have received regarding the 

worship services.  The survey will be completed during the worship services in the very near future.  

Media Team:  Nancy Cordell stated that the Media Team met and have changed some of the Newsreel 

and has received positive comments.  The birthday calendar was missing, but they are collecting current 

information and hope to have it in the Newsreel soon.  The committee is researching and comparing 

prices regarding our website. Nancy is updating emails with committee chairpersons and dates of 

committee meetings. 

SPRC: Pastor Robin gave SPRC report which met on Monday, 2/06/17 and officers remain the same: 

George Heacock, chairperson and Teresa Carter, secretary. 

(continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3) 

Individual Concerns: Violet Culler is enjoying the Bible Study with 20+ attending.  Kate Mellott 

expressed that last year about 20 congregational members, family and friends went to Union Cemetery for 

Easter Sunrise Service. They visited loved ones graves, read scripture and enjoyed music by Nancy 

Cordell with her flute. Light refreshments were served at the church after the service.  It was suggested to 

have this again this year. A Pampered Chef Walk-In Party is being planned possibly on 3/18/17 with 

approximately 30% of the proceeds to the church.  The kitchen has various items that are needed. Gene 

Stenger expressed selection of music for the services and would like to talk to Pastor Robin about this.  

Kelli Miller stated the ñHands & Feet of Hopeò planning meeting is on 3/07/17 at 7:00 P.M. 

Outreach/Witness: A summer confirmation class is being planned with possibly four new members. 

 
 

Finance Team Meeting 
 

The regular meeting of the Finance Team was held on February 9, 2017 with five people in attendance. 

Old Business: Pastor Robin spoke to Sid and Lisa concerning the extra money left from the computer 

purchase.  It went into the Blessings Fund. Amount was $422. 

New Business:  Pastor Robin said she checked the Book of Discipline concerning deposits. All deposits 

to be made by Sam Metz and Sheila does all expenses. Sheila is to let Sam know if money needs to be 

deposited during the week. 

General Fund is down in January. A designated payment of $10,800 went to the loan principal. The 

Restricted Fund is down due to a payment to Compassionate Intl. Also donations of $500 each were made 

to UMC Children's Home and Ashlyn's Angels. The Youth Fund is in the negative due to the payout for 

sandwich materials and for rooms for Impact. Youth will be doing a Chili Cook Off as a fundraiser as 

well as a Ham Pot Pie Dinner. Love's Closet amount on Restricted is $4,001.77 ï There was a grant 

received as well as some special giving. Pastor Robin suggested moving $1,000 or more from Restricted 

to General Fund. It was agreed to move $1,300 from First Friday to General Fund.  Also, it was agreed to 

move $412.98 from Gym Rental to General Fund. There is $435 on Restricted for electric ovens 

(roasters).  Conference pays part of Pastor Robin's salary. Under Equitable Compensation for 2016 is 

$144. Phone/cable $20, Pastor Robin pays for movies. Under Food Ministry - $30 which was for rental of 

old kitchen and fellowship hall. Hill Family Mission ï final $50. The Hills ran into issues in Spain and are 

leaving and they asked for help with their move back with March payment. No more payments after that 

one. Under mortgage payment ï special giving - $500. Check # 7686 ï electric ï New Life Center 

$1,167.88 ï problem with auxiliary function and usage of the facility was up in January. 

Fulton Partnership will be using the New Life Center for a Daddy/Daughter Dance. They asked for a 

reduced fee but were advised that the fee is $300. They are going to go ahead with the rental. 

 
 

           Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the 

            Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the 

               church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 
                                                                                                                                   Acts 20:28 NIV 
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH  

         8:30        11:00 

03.05 Reta Chamberlin Reta Chamberlin 

 HELPER NEEDED HELPER NEEDED 

03.12 Penny Shives  Heather Will 

 Jody Hann  Dixie Heacock 

03.19 Brady Seiders  Brenda Gladfelter 

Cindy Glessner Natasha Thomas 

03.26 Dave Garland  Nicole Fletcher 

 Yvonne Garland HELPER NEEDED 

NURSERY 

03.05 Betsy Ray  Sheri McClain 

03.12 NEEDED  Angie Marshall 

03.19 NEEDED  Joy Minnier 

03.26 NEEDED  Leanne Pollock  
                  [point of contact - Reta Chamberlin] 

2017 March
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

26 27 28 01 02 03 04
LENT BEGINS

ASH WEDNESDAY

Imposition of Ashes

7:00a & 6:30p

Bible Study-10a & 6:30p

World Day of Prayer

First Friday Lunch-11-1

Ham Pot Pie Dinner & 

Silent Auction-4:00pm 

to 7:00pm

Love's Closet-12-2p

05 06 07 08 09 10 11
A Choir-8:30a

Human Sexuality 

Summit-Harrisburg 2:30-

       5:00p

Bible Study-6:00p

SPRC Mtg-6:00p A Choir-6:00p K Choir-5:45p

Youth Mtg-6:30p

Bible Study-10a&6:30p

Finance Mtg-6:30p

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
K Choir-8:30a

A Choir-11:00a

Bible Study-6:00p

A Choir-6:00p Youth Mtg-6:30p

Bible Study-10a&6:30p

Pampered Chef 

Fundraiser 1-4p

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
A Choir-8:30a

Pampered Chef 

Fundraiser-till 1p

Bible Study-6:00p

A Choir-6:00p

Council Mtg-7:00p

K Choir-5:45p

Youth Mtg-6:30p

   (Parent Mtg-7:30p)

Bible Study-10a&6:30p

Youth IMPACT Trip Youth IMPACT Trip

26 27 28 29 30 31 01

UMCOR Sunday

K Choir-11:00a

Youth IMPACT Trip

Bible Study-6:00p

A Choir-6:00p

Trustee Mtg-7:00p

Youth Mtg-6:30p

Bible Study-10a&6:30p

02 03

A Choir-11:00a

Bible Study-6:00p

A Choir = Adult 

K Choir =Kids

Notes:
BIBLE STUDIES
Sunday Study - "Go Fish", held at Craig & Jen Knepper's home
Wednesday Studies - "Facing the Giants in Our LIves", held in the         

Friendship Class Sunday School room

Hope you enjoyed hearing the Kid’s 
Choir last month!  We have plenty of 
room for more kids (thru elementary 
age) so if you want to join them see 
Kelli or Justin Miller for a schedule.   

Save the Date ~ May 21 
The adult choir has been practicing a 
cantata from the God & Country 
Series entitled American Dreamers.  
Plan on joining them on the evening 
of May 21.  More details coming 
later. 
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 Happy March!  Last week our group began some discussion 

about Lent. The Lenten season begins TODAY (March 1)!  So 

what does that mean to us?  Does that mean we give something 

up from now until Easter?  Maybe it does.  But, I challenge you to 

do more.  Lent is so much more than giving up chocolate.  Put 

your phone down, shut off your computer and spend time with 

your family studying the word of God and getting to know each 

other better, look for ways to be more involved at church, spend 

less time judging others and search for God in every person you meet!  My prayer for each of you 

is that you feel refreshed and renewed throughout this season and that you will see God working 

in your families!  From now until Easter our group will be continuing our discussions about Lent 

and the resurrection of our Savior. We’d love to have you join us!  Check out our schedule below 

for some of the special things we have going on as well as some changes to our regular schedule! 

                In His Service, 

         Kelli Miller 

 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 

 the world, but to save the world through him. ð John 3:17 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A BIG thank you to everyone who participated in 

our Chili Cook Off! We hope you all had a good 

time and we appreciate your support of our 

youth!  

And congratulations to the winners!  Pictured left 

to right: Jeremy Fletcher, 3rd Place; Sue Nesbitt, 

2nd Place; and Pastor Robin Baer, 1st Place.   

& 
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     From the Mailbox . . . . . 

 
 
 

     From the Recipe Box . . . . . 

 
 

 
 
 

Lent Quiz 

1. Which disciple objected to Jesus washing    
his feet?  

2.  What is the symbolism of palm branches? 

3.  Communion is based on the Last Supper.  
At United Methodist churches who can 
receive communion? 

4.  What snack food has significance during 
Lent? 

5.  Were Roman citizens crucified? 

6.  Why does Lent last 40 days? 
                             (answers on page 8) 

 

Giving up something for Lent ?  

That isn’t the only way to observe the season.  

Here are 10 things you may want to consider 

doing that could make Lent a more meaningful 

time: 
1.  Apologize to someone (a sign of repentance) 

2. Perform random acts of kindness (express love) 

 

3.  Delve into a book of the Bible (deepen you 
understanding) 

4.  Serve people in need (Jesus taught us to serve) 

5.  Visit the lonely (remember Matthew 25:40) 

6.  Read John Wesley’s 13 sermons about the 
Sermon on the Mount (find them online at 
www.umcmission.org  and search “Sermon on 
the Mount”) 

7.  Tell others you love them (don’t just assume 
they know) 

8.  Throw a party for everyone (Jesus often used 
the image of a party to describe the Kingdom of 
God) 

9.  Serve in worship (don’t wait for someone to 
ask you to use your God-given gifts – offer 
yourself for service) 

10. Say “thank you” (show your gratitude to those 
that have impacted your life) 

[excerpts from A UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino] 
 
 

 
Q.  What kind of a man was 
Boaz before he met Ruth? 
 
A.  Ruthless. 

J 



8 
 

Did you ever know . . . . .  

. . . . . why there are different colors of alter cloths 

(or paraments) and wonder what they mean?  

Basically the Christian year has two cycles – the 

Christmas Cycle (Advent-Christmas-Epiphany) 

and the Easter Cycle (Lent-Easter-Pentecost).  

Purple is used during Advent and Lent and 

symbolizes royalty and penitence.  White 

represents joy and celebration and is used at 

Christmas and Easter.   Green is used during 

what’s called the Ordinary Time after the 

Christmas and Easter cycles.  They symbolize a 

time of growth in the Christian faith as the church 

studies and practices the teachings of Jesus.  You 

will also, at times, see red.  Red represents the 

Holy Spirit and the blood of Christ and so you will 

see that at Pentecost and possibly during Holy 

Week.  It can also be used for special church 

anniversaries and homecomings and for civil 

observances such as Memorial Day.  The alter will 

be left unadorned on Good Friday and the 

following Saturday.

. . . . . that in the Susquehanna Conference there 

is a Camp & Retreat Ministry?  There are four 

camps that offer a wide variety of opportunities 

for all ages.  Most camps are held during the 

summer months but there are some year-round 

events.  There are day camps, over-night camps 

(from 2 nights to all week) and camps for a wide 

range of ages (from 1st grade to family camps).  

There’s “Dudes Weekend” for boys, fathers, 

uncles, grandpas and  “God’s Daughters Retreat” 

for the girls and ladies.  Want to do some mission 

work?  Check out “Have Tools: Will Travel” and 

do service projects around the Mount Asbury 

camp, which is 7 miles south-east of Newville.  

Camp Penn is in the Waynesboro area, Greene 

Hills is near Huntingdon and Wesley Forest is 

surrounded by Bald Eagle State Forest near 

Weikert.  You can find more information at 

www.susumcamps.org or ask at the church office 

for a brochure.  

 . . . . and now you know.

      Lenten Prayer Pretzel Recipe – Makes 12            QUIZ ANSWERS
Pretzel dough: 
1 1/2 C white flour 
1 1/2 C wheat flour 
1 tesp baking soda 

Soda solution: 
1/3 C baking soda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 C buttermilk 
1/4 C honey 
2 Tbsp kosher salt 

 
5 C water 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Peter 

2. In the Roman Empire they were a 
symbol of victory. 

3. The table of Holy Communion is 
Christ’s table and is open to all who 

intend to lead a Christian life. 
4.  Pretzels.  The shape is similar to a 

common prayer position of the 7th 
century monks, with their hands folded 

on opposite shoulders.  
5.  No not typically.  Usually crucifixion 

was punishment used for foreigners, 
slaves and those of the lower class. 

6.  To represent the time Jesus spent in 
the wilderness, tempted by Satan. 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees 
Dissolve baking soda in water, bring to boil, remove from heat. 
Set aside.  
Sift together flour & soda. Add buttermilk & honey. Stir until 
dough pulls together. 
Pour dough onto lightly floured surface.  Knead until firm. 
Divide into 12 equal pieces, roll each piece into long ‘snake’ & 
twist into pretzel shape.  
Pinch ends to seal then dip into soda water solution.  
Place on lightly greased baking sheet. Sprinkle with kosher salt.  
Bake for 10 minutes or until golden brown.  Cool on rack.  
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